Appiicatign No. : lQ/gOS,9e2 



Case No.: 595a9US002 



REIVL4RKS 

Reconsideration is requested. 
Claims Status 

Claims 1 to U aj'e pending witli claims 12 to 17 wi&drawn from cpnsideratiox> as 
directed to a non-eiected invention. No claims are currently canceled or amended. 

Electioa 

.A.pplic<mts hereby affirm the provisional election of Group I (claims 1-11). This election 
is without traverse. 

§103 Re jections 

C^iaims 1-11 are rejected under 35 IJSC § 103(a) as being luipatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,977,228 (Mauer) in view of U.S. Patent No. 3,895.029 (Ward), 

The present invention relates to aqueous con^positions nsefol for apphcation to substrates, 
e.g., leather and textiles, to impan oil- and water-repellericy thereto, t.U")vn positions of the 
invention comprises in part an ester derivative of an alpha-hydroxy acid having a melting point 
of not more than 35*0 and a water solubility of not more tlian 10% by weight at 25''C. 
Applicants have unexpectedly found thai compositions made witli selected aeid esters and 
repeilency-imparting fiuorochemicai eompoutids provide excellent repellency perfomiance out of 
water-based formulations without the need for curing ai elevated temperatures. 

In contrast, primary reference Mauer discloses compositions usetul as floor finish 
compositions, ft is not analogous to treatments for textiles and leatiliers, 

Among the broad range of piasiicizing agents referenced in Mauer are some materials 
asserted in the Offtce Action to he similar to the ester acid compounds used in .Applicants' 
elainied compositions. The reference, liovvever, does not provide any teachihg or suggestion that 
the ester derivatives used having the recited melting point and solubility properties recited in 
Applicants' claims. 
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( ht iluoroohcniKdl tompouut'N rclcit'ucd lu Mauu atk. li^vUnig aguus t awlacttiiits 

ti.* I' ' npi^di-b td^o piov f t <„ OK t. 5 ip s t ]h^\ }rem»t 

Seconaarv reference W ard does not cure these deticiencies, 

\\ did dis<.{oscs flooi LOdling compositions tlidt contain ifua aha kmc otidc poiUcks 
Such compositions would not be deemed relevant by those skilled nvthe art seeking to develop 
coating compositions for textile md leather goods. 

Fill tht! 'nt ' e W ard doej> not disclo*;e oi <>iigge«>t use of c^tcr dcin dtivc*> h u irg the retailed 
meltmss nornt nnd solubilitv pixipcrtjcs recited m Applicants claims 

1 OI these udson-i Applicanib iet>pcctfulK bubmit thai a prima racie <ase ol ob\Kmsnc i> 
has not been established and request that the rejection be witMrawiJ, 



CONCLt'SION 



In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition tor allowatice. 



Respeetfally submitted, 



Pate 



tr^ve I Z-^#f 




Otrice of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M hmovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 
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